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Patterson, CA – In an effort to bring expanded healthcare services to Patterson, a group of local 
residents submitted a citizens’ initiative called the City of Patterson Healthcare Expansion Act at 
City Hall today. 
 
If approved by the City Council or local voters, this initiative would make minor zoning changes 
at the Keystone Pacific Business Park to allow the Del Puerto Healthcare District to relocate its 
Health Center to a larger facility just west of Baldwin Road.   
 
This move will allow the Del Puerto Health Center to expand to meet the growing healthcare 
needs of Patterson, attract more top quality doctors and specialists and increase access to quality 
healthcare for the people of Patterson. 
 
“We are bursting at the seams in our current facility,” said Dr. Eric Ramos, a Family Practice 
physician who practices at the Del Puerto Health Center.  “In order to meet the demand for 
healthcare services in Patterson and continue to provide the quality of medical care that this 
community deserves, we simply need a larger facility.” 
 
The new Health Center will be more than twice the size of the current facility. The expanded 
facility will allow for an expanded set of medical services, including primary care, pediatrics, 
internal medicine, cardiology, radiology, neurology, orthopedics, minor surgery and urgent care.  
 
“This initiative will provide Patterson residents with local access to quality healthcare instead of 
having to travel to Modesto and beyond,” said Kathy Wright, a 19-year Patterson resident, 
former member of the Patterson City Council and Chair of Patterson Citizens for Expanded 21st 
Century Healthcare – the group of citizens sponsoring the initiative.  
 
“In addition to expanded healthcare, this initiative will also bring hundreds of new jobs to 
Patterson at a time when they are desperately needed,” Wright added.  “These jobs will come in 
different varieties – jobs at the expanded Health Center, jobs with new healthcare service 
providers who will want to locate near a thriving health center and jobs with other new 
employers in and around the Keystone Pacific Business Park.”  



The initiative was submitted to the City Clerk by three longtime Patterson residents and civic 
leaders Kathy Wright, Luis Molina and Mary Pat Thompson.  These three are leading a growing 
volunteer group of Patterson residents who intend to build community support for the initiative 
in the coming weeks and months. 
 
“This initiative provides expanded healthcare services without increasing taxes by one penny,” 
said Mary Pat Thompson, a retired nurse and President of the Patterson Historical Society.  
“Many of our senior citizens need convenient access to doctors and medical specialists close to 
home but we can’t afford to pay more right now.  This initiative gives us the services we need 
without increasing our taxes.”  
 
Now that the City of Patterson Healthcare Expansion Act has been filed, by law the City 
Attorney has 15 days to provide a title and summary for the initiative.  Once the title and 
summary is issued, supporters of the initiative may begin collecting signatures from registered 
voters in Patterson to qualify the initiative.   
 
Once signatures from at least 10% of the registered voters in Patterson are collected by the 
supporters of the initiative and verified by the City Clerk, the issue will go before the City 
Council.  At that point, the Council will have two options: to adopt the initiative so that it 
becomes law or to place the issue on the ballot for Patterson residents to decide. 
 
A statistically reliable public opinion survey of registered voters in Patterson conducted in July 
indicates that, if this issue is placed on the ballot, over 70% of voters would support the 
initiative.  The survey was conducted by EMC Research – a professional survey research firm 
that has conducted similar opinion studies on hundreds ballot initiatives throughout California.  
A random sample of 300 registered voters in Patterson completed the telephone survey.  The 
survey has a margin of error of ± 5.7%. 
 
“This initiative is long overdue,” said Ed Maring, Chair of the Del Puerto Healthcare District 
Board of Directors.  “As we look to our future, we all know that expanded healthcare services is 
something that our community needs.  This initiative will ensure that this issue goes before the 
City Council this year.  If they chose to adopt the initiative, then we can move forward with our 
expanded health facility.  If the City Council does not adopt the initiative then we will have an 
election and Patterson voters will have the final say on the future of healthcare in our 
community.” 
 
For more information, please visit http://www.LocalHealthcareNow.org  
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Questions & Answers about  

The City of Patterson Healthcare Expansion Act 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q. What is the City of Patterson Healthcare Expansion Act? 
A. If approved by the City Council or local voters, this initiative would make minor zoning 
changes at the Keystone Pacific Business Park to allow the Del Puerto Healthcare District to 
relocate its Healthcare Center to a larger facility.  This move will allow the Del Puerto Health 
Center to expand to meet the growing healthcare needs of Patterson, attract more top quality 
doctors and specialists and increase access to quality healthcare for the people of Patterson. 
 
Q. Why does the Del Puerto Health Center need to move to an expanded facility? 
A. The Del Puerto Health Center is currently located in a small facility on Ward Avenue in 
Patterson. The doctors and nurses at the Health Center see over 100 patients a day in a facility 
that is just over 5,000 square feet.  This facility is far too small to continue to meet the growing 
demand for healthcare services as the population increases and the community continues to age.  
In addition, a larger and more modern facility will allow the Health Center to provide an 
expanded array of medical services and specialties to keep pace with 21st Century medicine. The 
new facility at the Keystone Pacific Business Park will allow the Health Center to expand to 
30,000 square feet to allow for the medical services and specialists that Patterson needs. 
 
Q. What new medical services and specialties will be available at the new Del Puerto Health 
Center? 
A. Once relocated to the new and expanded facility, the Del Puerto Health Center will provide 
primary care, pediatrics, internal medicine, cardiology, radiology, neurology, orthopedics, minor 
surgery and urgent care. 
 
Q. Will a new Health Center Facility help attract more top-notch doctors, specialists and 
healthcare providers to Patterson? 
A. Yes.  The current undersized facility cannot accommodate new doctors and specialists.  Plus, 
the cramped conditions are a deterrent to doctors and specialists wishing to practice in Patterson.  
A new facility will attract new full-time doctors and specialists as well as those from Modesto 
and elsewhere to come practice in Patterson a few days a week or month.  In addition, a new 
thriving Health Center will attract other healthcare providers who specialize in diagnostics, 
imaging and other specialties to Patterson because they will want the opportunity to serve local 
patients in a modern healthcare setting.  
 
 



Q. Why is it so important to have quality healthcare services here in Patterson?  
A. Many senior citizens, people with disabilities and working families with young children 
cannot travel to see a doctor.  Currently, these Patterson residents must travel to Modesto or 
further for their medical care.  The new expanded Health Center that will result from this 
initiative will provide convenient access to both basic healthcare and specialty medical services 
right here in Patterson.  By improving convenient access to healthcare, it is more likely that 
seniors and families will seek out the care they need to prevent serious illness and disease. 
 
Q. Will the new Health Center offer emergency medical services? 
A. The new Health Center will not have an Emergency Room capable of treating life-threatening 
emergencies.  Our local ambulance service will continue to transport patients with life-
threatening emergencies to the nearest hospital emergency room.  However, the new Health 
Center will offer urgent care for minor accidents and emergencies.  This means that patients 
needing treatment for minor emergencies can access care locally without having to travel to a 
hospital and endure the long waits in an emergency room.  
 
Q. Will this initiative bring new jobs to Patterson? 
A. Yes, it is expected that approval of this initiative will result in hundreds of new jobs with 
good wages in Patterson.  First, an expanded Health Center will create new jobs.  Second, the 
relocation of the Health Center to Keystone Pacific Business Park will attract other healthcare 
providers who will see a business opportunity in offering their services to the patients seeking 
care at the Health Center.  Third, the new more flexible zoning at the business park will allow 
other employers to bring their businesses and job opportunities to Patterson.  
 
Q. How much will this initiative increase taxes? 
A. Not one penny.  This initiative simply makes the zoning changes needed to allow the Del 
Puerto Health Center to move from its current facility to a new and expanded facility.  The 
facility has already been built by a developer and the cost of moving to the expanded facility will 
be paid for out of existing revenues to the Del Puerto Healthcare District.  No additional funding 
from taxpayers is required. 
 
Q. What is the Del Puerto Healthcare District? 
A. The Del Puerto Healthcare District is a public healthcare agency that serves western 
Stanislaus County including the cities of Patterson, Newman and Gustine. The District was 
established in 1949 and operated the Del Puerto Hospital until 1998.  The District is governed by 
an elected Board of Directors.  The District currently operates the Del Puerto Health Center 
located on Ward Avenue in Patterson and provides local ambulance service to respond to local 
medical emergencies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
Q. Why is it necessary to use the initiative process to allow the Health Center to move to 
the new facility? 
A. For many months the issue of the Health Center moving to a new expanded facility has been 
discussed and debated.  In fact, the Patterson Planning Commission has already approved the 
Health Center’s move.  However, a minor change in the zoning of the Keystone Pacific Business 
Park is required for the move to be finalized.  This initiative will make the needed zoning 
changes and allow the Health Center to move once and for all.  The initiative process allows 



citizens to bring an issue to the City Council. Once signatures from at least 10% of the registered 
voters in Patterson are collected by the supporters of the initiative and verified by the City Clerk, 
the issue will go before the City Council.  At that point, the Council will have two options: to 
adopt the initiative so that it becomes law or to place the issue on the ballot for Patterson 
residents to decide.  The initiative process ensures that the issue will be dealt with and decided 
promptly so that the Health Center can proceed with their planned move and begin providing 
expanded medical services for the community as soon as possible. 
 
Q. Will there be an election on this initiative?  When will it be? 
A. Once the signatures needed to qualify the initiative are collected, submitted and verified, the 
initiative will go to the City Council for consideration.  If they approve the initiative, it will 
become law and no election will be necessary.  The City Council will also have the option to call 
for an election on the issue and an election date will be set at that time. 
 
Q. Is there any indication that the community supports this initiative? 
A. A statistically reliable public opinion survey of registered voters in Patterson conducted in 
July indicates that, if this issue is placed on the ballot, 72% of voters would support the initiative.  
The survey was conducted by EMC Research – a professional survey research firm that has 
conducted similar opinion studies on hundreds ballot initiatives throughout California.  A 
random sample of 300 registered voters in Patterson completed the telephone survey.  The 
survey has a margin of error of ± 5.7%. 
 
Q. Who is leading the effort to pass this initiative? 
A. A volunteer group of Patterson citizens who are committed to expanding access to healthcare 
and medical specialists in our community has formed to build support for this initiative. The 
group is called Patterson Citizens for Expanded 21st Century Health Care and is chaired by 
Kathy Wright, a 19-year Patterson resident and former member of the Patterson City Council.  A 
growing group of volunteers – that includes doctors, nurses, civic leaders, business leaders and 
others – is now forming to spearhead the effort to see this initiative through to approval. 
 
Q. Where can I find more information?  How can get involved to help pass this important 
initiative? 
A. For more information, please visit http://www.LocalHealthcareNow.org, call 209-589-5312 or 
email questions@LocalHealthcareNow.org. 



Patterson Citizens for Expanded 21st Century Healthcare

521 Tarland Lane, Patterson, CA 95363 • Phone: 209-589-5312 • info@LocalHealthcareNow.org

Dear Neighbor:

For many months our community has discussed the need for expanded healthcare services here in Patterson. This 
week we submitted a citizens’ initiative called the “City of Patterson Healthcare Expansion Act” to City Hall.

If approved by the City Council or local voters, this initiative will allow the Del Puerto Health Center to move to 
an expanded facility in order to:

✔  Meet the growing healthcare needs of Patterson

✔  Attract more top quality doctors and specialists 

✔  Increase access to quality healthcare for the people of Patterson

This initiative will not increase taxes and it will bring hundreds of new jobs to Patterson at a time when they are 
desperately needed.

The Del Puerto Health Center is currently located in a small facility on Ward Avenue. The doctors and nurses 
at the Health Center see over 100 patients a day in a facility that is far too small. By moving to a larger facility 
at the KeyStone Pacific Business Park the Health Center will be able to provide the doctors and specialists we 
need, including primary care, pediatrics, internal medicine, cardiology, radiology, neurology, orthopedics, minor 
surgery and urgent care.

This initiative makes the minor zoning changes that are needed for the Health Center to move to the expanded 
facility. If we can collect signatures from at least 10% of the registered voters in Patterson, this initiative will go to 
the City Council and they will have two options: (1) to adopt the initiative so that it becomes law or (2) to place 
the issue on the ballot for Patterson voters to decide. The initiative process ensures that the issue will be decided 
promptly so that the Health Center can proceed with their planned move and begin providing expanded medical 
services for the community as soon as possible.

We are a volunteer group of Patterson citizens committed to expanding access to healthcare and medical 
specialists here in our community. We need your help to ensure that this important initiative is approved. In the 
coming weeks you may be asked to sign the initiative. Please take the time to read the initiative and sign it.  
If you would like us to bring you a copy of the initiative to sign, please fill out the enclosed postcard and mail it 
back to us. You can also call us at 209-589-5312 or email us at info@LocalHealthcareNow.org.

Thank you for your support on this important issue for Patterson.

Respectfully,

Kathy Wright                                           Luis Molina                                         Mary Pat Thompson

P.S. For more information, please visit our website at www.LocalHealthcareNow.org.



Comments/Questions: ________________________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

  

Name: _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

Day Phone: __________________________________________

Evening Phone: ______________________________________

I support the 
City of Patterson 
Healthcare 
Expansion Act
	 Bring me a petition to sign.

	 You may add my name to the  
	 endorsement list.

	 I will display a yard sign  
	 supporting the initiative.

	 I will volunteer to help pass  
	 the initiative.

	 I have questions, please call me.

PLACE 

POSTAGE 

HERE

Patterson Citizens for  
Expanded 21st Century Healthcare

521 Tarland Lane 

Patterson, CA  95363
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Many are aware of the issues surrounding the health center’s plans, and most believe the health 
center needs more space. 

 Two in five voters (41%) have heard something about the Del Puerto Health Center 
recently, and most of those referenced the center’s relocation or upgrade, or something 
about the zoning issues. 

 Seventy percent of Patterson voters who voice an opinion on the question say the 
statement “has enough space” does not describe Del Puerto Health Center. 

 
Improved healthcare access and more service lines and specialists are the most compelling 
features of the Del Puerto Health Center’s potential move to the business park. 

 Reading out a list of the service lines that will be offered at the new facility, explaining 
that the new facility will help attract top quality doctors and specialists, and pointing out 
the measure’s positive impact on healthcare access for Patterson residents are the 
strongest message points in favor of the health center’s relocation.  

 

Del Puerto Health Center gets high ratings from voters, and even higher ratings among those 
who have been patients. 

 Among those voters who can rate Del Puerto Health Center, 85% give it a favorable 
rating, and 90% of those who have been patients and have an opinion have a favorable 
one. 

 Seventy percent of those voters who voiced an opinion on the question said “offers high 
quality health care” describes Del Puerto Health Center.  When limited only to those 
who have been patients in the past year, that number rises to 85%. 

 Doctors and nurses are standouts at Del Puerto Health Center, with 77% of those who 
voiced an opinion on the question said “has good doctors and nurses” describes Del 
Puerto Health Center.  Among patients on the same question, 89% of those with an 
opinion on the question say the statement describes the health center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMC Research is a full-service public opinion and strategic communications consulting firm, with offices 
in Oakland, Seattle, and Columbus (OH).  Established in 1989, EMC has worked on hundreds of local 

ballot measures in California on topics including land use, growth management, and tax and bond issues. 
 


